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Intraduction

There 152 great deal of interest in claims that various
Asistic peoples: made eorly visits 10 the Pacific coast of
Canada long before the amival of European waders. These
claims kave been based on interpretations of ofd documents
and e finding of supposed ancieat Chinese and kipanese
coins, ships and ther objects, Inherent in the claims is the
suggestion that culiural development of local Nutive Indian
societics was alwened by contact with these foseign vigifors:

This article éxamines the existmg evidence for the
prehistoric diffusion of Asatic goods o the Morth Pacific
coast amd elaborstes on some of the histone, peotohistoric
ithe perind when non-aotive trade goods were coming into
the -arey before Forcign visitorsh and prehisionic events thal
may be velevunt v the interpretation af both present asd
future clapms of evelence,

Do we have evidence that demonsirates the presence of
Asatie derived arifuces on the Pacific const of Morth Amer
ica before the first docamented visits by Earopeans? If 5o,
what is the probable mechamsm by which thess chiects conld
have diffused from Asia? I evadence exasts For diffusion,
whether of direct cultoral contact by peoples, of mateenl
eleffusion of objects only, its most conclusive foem will be
objects of undispmiable Asiatie orgin, Dne sich class of
artifacrs, a magor Tocs of this article, s Asialsc cons,

FIGURE 1

Chinese codny anached fo o Wiiitham Beigdal headress from
the Coliarin Kiver ea. Modelzd oy plorogratier Edward
Curtix i J900, (Phare from origing! pring 0 eunkor s
cxdleetior. |



O the Pacific coast the debote surrounding the conce
of trans-Pacific contacr s focused on direct conmmunics-
tions betwesn the mose developed culbiures of the Old and
Mew Worlds, the conticls between the Shang Dymasy ol
Chimin and the Olmec o Maya cultures of Cengral America, or
the Joovgm culture of Japan asd the Vaddivie eobure of
Ecuador {eee Leland 1875, Kinng Kang-Hu |%33, Ekhalm
1953, 1964, Merz 1972, Meggers 1975, Schiender 1977,
MeBwan and Dickson 1978, Zhongpe 1980, Curlson 1980,
Jert 1983, Shao 1978, 1983, Neadham and Gwei-Dien 1985,
Tolsioy 19861 There alsy have been cliims that evidence
exiats of Asinfic contpeis with Native Indion cuftures on the
Morth Pecific const (McKelvie 1933, 1941, 1044, 1955,
Covarmbias 1054; Shao 1983; see Filzhugh 1988) In con-
aldering these claims we need to be apen to the idea that &
pradial znd ifitect process of long-distance cultuml diffo-
sion of masterial obgecis may have occurred between Asiatic
cultires and the Jess echnological |y advanced caliures of tha
Mew Woarld,

How can we puclge what constitutes evidence for this?
O, howe mighit it be possibie o distinguish between evidence
for direct culiural comact beiween peoples of the Mew and
Ol Warld a4y epposed 0 the indirect diffusion of mnserial
abjects? If objects of undisputable Asiatic munifacture ane
fosumd in i datuble prehistoric camext in the New Waorld, this
will i a0 itself conatinure evidence of significant primary
intrusion inte Mew Warld cultures or even masar contzel with
foreign peopbe. We lave to consider long-distance, imdirecr,
diffsion arpund the Worth Pacific Bim as cne explanation of
lhe securrence of such objects as well a3, or 0 combinstion
with, other forms of secondary intmskon siuch & ovean drifi
Of vesials and fiotsam {see Fag. 2,

A erucial regquirement in asseseng the evidence for
possible prebisione diffosion beeaeen cultures of Asia and
ualtures of the Pacific coust of Morth Amerden s o better
definitton of whnt constitutes the historic period and
expecially the protohistoric period on the. Noth Pacific Rim.

Dhpects of known European and Asiafic manufscure
were abtegdy present on the northiwest coast of Amenicy
sovording to the earliest accounts of Russzan, Spanish and
Rritish explovers. An established trade link between porth-
castern Siberin and northwestern Americn was in éxistence
when the Russiang First occupied -Alaska (Michael
(96T 10- 101 Ray 1975:97-98: Vamstone 197096364,
BR-89; Heckey 1970420-421; Perce [980E30-31), Hickey
suggests that this trode swsiem began 1o envstallize by the
15t cenmiry AL, (1979411,

The evidence for prehistons tmde, howeser goes hack
mch further in time, Prefisioeic iwade i fron s frst eviden
by AL, 200-500 10 the Ol Bering Sea eulure {Colling
1937; Boiney 1941 Chard 1960: Levin and Sergeyvey |4
Dikov 1963:19), and by A.D. 350 in the Alaskon Ipiulak
suliurg (Lorscn and Rainey 1948: Haude 199976 Ruiney
1971 MeCariney (198857 believes that the use of meial
“was s conumon fhat Alaskan Meo-eskimes developed an
epi-metallurgical technalogy abowt 1U4KE-2, 000 vears prior
i dlirect Bussian contact,” In ight of this, there < o nesd 10
craming closely the dempoiel and ipatinl coniext of lane
prehistoric and protohistone Pacific Rim rade and its poten-
tial involvement in the exchange of goods of Adiatic and
European nasnufacture. On the North Pacific coast the gee of
the terms pre-contnt and profohizione vary over tinse and
wpact,
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Contuct-perisl dodes most commonly used are assoi
ated with visit Ty spacafic indiwidizils ard rampe rom F595
A0 on the norhern coast of Califoomia, 1774 A D_on the
cioast of Brash Columbin, and 1741 AT fir souihwesiam
Alaska, W viewed from a kecal negional perspective we
hawve gonerele evidence for ihe prehistonc wee of ron

For example, there ore iron tools from the Ozerte site on
the Olvmpic Peninsule of Washingon State dated by
dendrochrenodozy o 113 AL D (Cleeson 198155 see Kirk
und Dinugherty 1974:136, FT8:06), 1F this iron proves by
rreetaflurgical analysis o have coms from Bossinn sources
throwgh Siberi, or Spansh sources o the south, do we
despmate the comtext of this material s being protohisione?
Il iroa proves 6o have come from an Asionic source such as
Japan o we use s different terminobegy? The muin dif-
ference betwesn the three source areas given would be the
discance of the diffussm, Li fudore we will need to examing
the iypes and quantty of outsidé goods nedching 3 specific
area befiore we classify the area as being inside or outade th
realny of the protokistoric in the brosder arenl context. We
need o ook athow these gonds have aifecied various culburnl
changes such s nspects of soctal erganization, seltlement
ansd technobogical ar artistic traditions

With respect o the isrthern Canadian Var trcle, Bishop
anel Rey {1976: 124- 1255 sugpest that the prehasioeie perus]
rerminates when trinde pocds or other Earo-American influ-
ences reach @ specific area. The beginiing of the prodo-
Istoric perind is marked by the influx of rade goods o
influences fuch as disease, Itis the time when notive Indians
bepan to travel autside their traditional eevitonss o obin
these Euro-American goods. TF we use the above definition of

the protehisioric period oo the Morth Pacific Rini we may
find thut i covers o moch longer twme than previausly
beleved

MacDonakd { 1984;74) has examined protoltistosic trade
networks in the Skeena River arsa of British Columbia, He
egmiludes from his stedy that, 1 eow appears that metal and
trade goags were converging on the Morthwest Caast {zisn
three o four directions from the very begimning of the
pazhicenth century. three-quartees ol & ceniury bedose the Tirst
Eurapeins established direct contact. The lenath of the proto-
historid perbisd o this geot of the const may eventually be
siretched 1o o full century, ™

MacDonald © 19841 has gquestionad Borden's [ 1932)
poal-contact dating of the Chinlne village site in the northern
imterior af British Columbia, | agres with MocDanold that,
based on the native nformant’s stabement grven o Morce
1971 Ld—19) the dare of aboud 1735 4,0, for tye obandon-
ment of the village Is probably more accurale, The site would
then predute the contact pericd. The Chinlac site contaims
marey 160 artilacts as well wn Chinese coin from the Song
Drvnpsty given a preliminary date by Borden (19537 of 1125
ATx, 1 have since examined this coin and it clearly dales o
the Clibh Hey pernind, 10541056 AT, of the Song Dynasty
{Fig. 31,

Future research may show the need o define o serizs of
protchistone perieds for the nochwest coast of Morth. Amer
ica because of the many poential sources of Buropesn amd
Mt goods availahle to Indiam cultures. We know, fos
example, that betwesn 1565 ond [815 Spanish golleons
ammually crossed the Pacific bersean the Philippines omd
Acapulon, Mexico, These ships passed close o ihe Amencan

FIGURLE 3
Chirere coirx from the Song Dymosey of the sarme ey as trose found in Britisk Coboriva. Left — Chiti Ho perlod (11541050
A D from the Chintae iie, Righe — Wi Ning peviogd | JOGS— 007K A.D ) feom TESD goarfege dienp on Vicforia's Lhinaioien

(A s colleanion)



shiore and severa] Tnden with goods froem Asia wene known (o
have been lost &t seq: English, Dutch and Fretich privateers
were known to have been pctive bebween 1575 and 1742
[l,]nnp_ the west coast of Amemncs {Schurs 1950 Cool 1973)
Many of these vessels meay have had unseported ade con-
tacts with Indians of the Morth Pacific coast. In some areas,
native trachitions tell of visits by white men before those of the
eatablished trade perieds. The faher of o Claisop Indian,
brs, Solopvon Smith, (born whout 1810} was m wimess ton
shipwresk with survivors. ® Poanr Adans, Oregon, - aboir
ET50. Froanothas ship came “preces of money, Naving a squan
hole through the center™ (Gibhs [EVT; 236-Z371 This is
probably the same incident reperted to Boas (1804375178,
alsoy e Beals 1980061

Astatic Influence In the New ¥World?
The Literary Evidence

Scholars have been discussing the simnlasties between
ancient Chinese and New World cultures for over M) years,
In Fed2, Hugo Groties began the first controversial discus-
slots suggeating links between Ching end the advanced
cultnres of the New World. Hic ideas were stimulated by
n.-:rd:ng edrher iaocommis of S-]:!.lrlia.nls. who clonmed o lave
observed “Asiaie’ shipwrecks on the Pacafic coast of Mes-
ico (Grotins |BE4: 18], When Pontugese sailor Antonio Gal-
wibe visigd Ching i 1555 he & seputed 10 bave beard from
Chinese souvces nbowt gadly Chinkese voyages to the Mow
Wiorld (Huddlesion 1967:27) Galvao did note thot, ““the
'pal:-[rl: al 'E."h'mp WETE NTmeinmes Larcls o the mast Furl:x off
Scythia, and sailed codinarily the coast, which seemeth o
teach unio Mhde prees foward the north™, bat hisclairms thet
Chinese ruled over locatons s Central angd South Amenca
apen to be laig own addinins based on obesvatiogs of
simitarities in the physical pppeasince between Chinese and
MNew World popualations (ree Hakbuyd T8 12223, Thes statement
18 inleresting, however, in sugpestng that e Chinese of the
lath cenbary were trading ns far as the northern Bening Ses

Many comparisens between aspects of cultuse i China
and cultvres of the Pasi fie coust of Mok America aod claims
of finding anesent Chiness artifects have been made myone
recently (Watson %35 see Walloze and Hurley 1968; see
Raley eval, 1971; Megpers 1975, Zhongpu 19810 ree Kedidse
19800 and 1980b; Frost 1982 Shao 1983)

Some of these companisons hove been stimulsied by
secondary interpretations. of several early Chinese docu-
ments, Mostinfluesiial lave been the writtngs on dhe Hisaory
o the Liong Dty or the Linng Shid written by & wam of
afficin] Chinese historiographers and complesed about 429
AL diering the Tang Dynasty. The most prominent writer of
this growp way Yao Silian (537637 AD.).

The Licmg She velers toa moenk sarmed Hilshen wh,
betwren 458 A D and 49 AT traveiled sonoas the " gres
enstern sen'” pnd visited, among ether plices, the land of
Fusaig. Burogean, Amercan amd, more recently, Chiase
schodirs have debsated whethes or not Fusang aind oflser lands
visifed by Huishen are nlong the Pacific coast of Morh
America nt varmus lecations Trarm the Abeatizm 1sfands o

Mexice (Keddae 1982 with eferences ),

secandiry referances (o the period dunng which
Huishen lived vary considerabdy, The confuszon resulis in
pitrt hecawse Huishen is reported to have lefl on his voyage w
a lorme ke Ching was pn:ﬂh:il.':l”}l |.‘|i1:l'||:|-|:d. He seems tn have
departed from sowthern China daring the Sung {of the Lin
famify ) Diyristy whose capatal swas 5 Noanking from 420-
A7 AL, and he-retwried near the end of the Ch% Dynasty
(279307 A Tv.) that replaced it

The origmal story of Huishen wis recorded i the
efficial court records of the Ch'i Dynasty. These reconds were
loat, bt ot before the information wis incloded as part of
the ecords of the Lisng Bynosty (302-557 & QL) The Liang
records were alio lost bat extvacts were pubdizhed o the
Lioig S s mentioned above, during the Tang Drvouascy,

T addd to sl confission, the Huishen story was extrcied
from the Efare S and pablished a0 £317 A D i the
hisrorical encyvelopedia Wen-fzien r'ong-K'ee by Mo Than-
Tom. Tt 15 thes reférence which was translateld by De Grignes
{1761 A ) and oiber Buropeans, whio o i have been
Jucted or misguoted by mony American writers from the
[4th century (e.g,, Leland 1375 0nd Yining 1353) 1o popular
wrllers of recept vears (e.g.. Megz 1972), We will pever
know how mech the original Slory has changed theough ita
miny interprEtations,

Some 1b-cemury scholars believed that the land of
Fusnng referred oo the provinee of “Fu-sang™ in Korea (Dall
18861 or dreas north of Tapan (Schizgel 18921 The voyage
agrons Uihe grew pastern sea”’ and the peaples described m
the Huishen stories probably refer to the South China Sen and
the practices of the many differant cullursl groups canging
from Japan w0 the Kamkhatka Pepinsula. A modem and
critical trmnsintion of the onginnd daciments s needed before
therg can be an anempl K rededve the dispule o e (he
locatsons referred o in the storiey.

Eight-:r-nth—cmul?' explorers on the northwest coast of
Anberica were awire ol a place called Fesang because it was
clearly marked on a number of early maps. Thomas leffervs
published o map in | 768 which shows Fou Sang a5 an isiand
aortl of e entrance o Juan de Fica Smait ar 357 norh
latitnde {ee Fige 43 This location could be inderpreted as
Vancouver [sland — althoogh., on Redlreys” map FRisang is
nrsented east and west sther than sorthveest (o southeast i 1%
the case for Vancouver Island, The Spanish map of Antonio
Zuttn published in 1776 also shows - Fou Sang Colonin de
Chinese™ al 35 rorth Jatitude which seuld plice it s thie
centre af the west cossr of YVascoweer 1=land {see Armstong
19E2). The feamires of bpth of these maps are insnccurmie and
FII'I.'IJ_'IH].'I!_".I’ L'I.'II'|1I'I'I|.|!I:| frenem iru:mnpl:l.e Epu.n'ixl'i fnd Brissian
raps, U coald interpres the ecation marked as Fow Sang a5
representing several different regions bebween southern
Adnska and the mouth of he Columbia River,

The Chimese-coin Evidence

It hiss been ﬁuggcﬁrd. that the :l'iru.‘"er_ ol ancient O hiness
codine froim Oregon to Alaska gives credence e the Hushen
story and confirms that part of this anes &5 the bnd of Fou
Sang he discovered , What is (e tuth of these statementsT At
prisend these oo considerable evidesce o show thad Asiatic
coiny. nanufictured o Asin before the penad of Xnown



FIGURE 4

Themar feffery’s mop of ITO8 showing Fe Sang s an ietanrad Rorth of e entrance o the Stralt of Judn e Faca. {Afler
MNewpamehe, TR Plage [
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European-Native contoci on the nofthern coast of MNorth
America, were brought there i the Tate THth century by non-
Chinese truding vessels amd lmer in the |%Wh centery by
Chinese inmigrants, There is mome evidence Lo suggest the
pecirience of 0 pre-Eumpean contact diffusion of Asistic
coins aroumed the Margly Pacelic by indirect trace and dinsctly
by accidental Japanese marine voynges. Supposed evidence
of much earlier prehistoric coing i al pragent dubioss both in
the dating of the coans and their nseribed vantexi,

FIGLRE 3

Chivese codiey antiechied e an (egponied sewieg ket Coin-
miow f e fare Tk and earfy 20eh cornuries, these hgabers
are bnmin 1o fave been rwied by booh meesive and wosr-native
praptes. [ Authior s callactlian)

In theartele: Pre-Cadiniian Tl Wikelad Codres i Armer-
fra s An Exasaarion of te Evidence Epatela (T9E), presents
twir unresolved cases aof patentially incient pre-contuct Chi
nese oank, one Found in Alaska and one in British Columbia:
T have gnce nvestizgated begh of these matances,

[ shall focus on the detals of theas cases becmise they
have miosr often besn osed by proponenis of carly Chiness
visits (o the Pacific ooast as peoviding i least partial substan-
fintion, af nof conclusive evidence, far the vovages of
Hussiven and others. Inboth cases the cains have been reputed
1o b2 betwemn 1500 and 20 vears old. [ shall deal here in
depth with the history of the purperiedly snciest, tesmple coin
From Alaska. &s scoounis of the Britsh Coluimbia lind have
beon published (Reddie THRR1, 1982, only a shart summniiry
of this and sebseipeent research will be presented, First,
hovwever, i 08 recessary W place these coins o @ broades
perspeciive, for there wre in fact tens of thoesands of Chinese
and other Asiutic copper comns that have been Found either
buried or attached w5 vrmamenis to tative Tndian wnd Clainese

miaterind objects from the Northeest Coast (ree r"ilg,:-.. . %:5;
7.1

Colrs of the Posi-T850 Perind

The deprsitton of these copper comne may be fooaa
narber of sources: T the lost 30 veurs. Chinese coppercoins
higwe been irnported, mamly from Taiwan and Hang Eong, 1o
be sold i players of e L Ching fortune-telling game, 1o
minkeers of jewelry, and toocoin eollectors, To this day. sone
elderly Canadians of Chinese ongin sull camry o goad-luck
coin tied inside then clothing . Eadier in the 206 centory, in
Cunndion Chisiese communities. i wasstll ool aneommaen
Forr rewborm bahies amd pewlywed couples 0 eceive coins
For good fortume as gifts — the alder the colns, the beter the
Fartume, Oild coirs were often passed down through miany
peneraions, In the lae 19th century, Chiness coins canme i
Péerth Ammerica attached vo commen sewing hoskers as well as
ot o nurmber of ceremonial ohjecs (e Figs, 5 6. Th P
gnamiple, com swords that weere hung an the crbsaf bales o
wease gy ghosts were made of VR w0 140 old eoms ted
topether. 1 hove exarsined the caits on eight of these swords
ind they range in daie from DO62 1o 1908 (see Fig, &) Can
circles were also hung in windows to keep oul evil spirits
(Fig. 7.

Driiring the gobd-rush periods after the 1R40s, and laner
coal-mining aned railway-boilding activities, when theusands
ol Chinese entered the nocibern Pacific: coasl nies, minny
Chinese crins were hrodghs 10 (his region.

Biatile dhiggers booteng thie old Chinese comps aind ams
fave fowne thousands of coins, seme in small chestes-and
oty i large individunl caghes of hundneds of coins; Thess
Coins were e 05 currency aimnng Chinese immigrones and
were often hoieded with the intention of taking them back w
Cluna. I bave seon severnl theusand coinsg dug from the
ground . Almost off datzd 1o 1he Ching Dhynasty (ree Tg. 8)
The most oo of thede coins date w the Chien Lung
perixl bedween 1736 and 795 A1,

Mext in frequency are cotns of the K'ang Hsi peniod,
1662 50 17224 0. Cains from the Chien Lindg period wee
being ingswicd o be used o e Fan Tin ganbling establish-
ments. | abtuined an unopened package of imported coims
which was known io have been purchased by w Chinese Fan
Tan player in Victoria, British Columbia, in 1910 When
opened, 277 of the 280 cains dsted 10 the Chien Lung petiod
and three o the Chia Ching period (1796-1821 AD.)
(Fig. o

This puttern of dating on imporked coins of the historie
period ik nod unexpected sisce the B-year Chien Lung pemod
andl the al-year K ang Hi perisd produced fir mose coins
than Laer perksds. The copper Chien Lune “cash™ coin was
iwl=o velued higher thim others becanse of the fuck inherent in
the Tongevity of this edperor’s meign ond becunse of @
tracditional behief that the coins conmined minote traces of
gold, Tn the |8605 they were oltan considered o be wonth
are-guarter of wn Amersan cent fnsiead of e usuul ane-
sinth of s cent For commg afl the othes perieds or the Jnpanese or
Kaorean “eash” sometimes mixed with the Chinese coms,
Fine Annamese coing were also used in gambling i British
Columbia and eene worlh oneaentls of @ cent. The Chiness
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FIGURES Ga & fb
Cevemoniat conr svords wiesl by Cliinese Cengdioos in Sl Oelumbis, Top — mude of Chinese comns ol diating toonfe O en
Lang peviod (1730-17% A 000 Botim — mide of Chivese coing all danng w thee K'ong Hyi period (i662-1723 AL:)
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FIGURE T

Clitnese-goin window banging wsed traditionally to kéep onl
evil apirits, (Autler s collection)

weere very cimscious of ossessing the valwe of coing mis enly
for thelr mineral worth but also for their luck valus, This
value carried over (o the coin-like tokens purchased af the
Taoist wmples 0 Ching and woen by Taodst followers whe
came 1o the Morthwest ceastin the [ 9 ceniury (Figs. 1L, 12,
13}, The temple tokens, like the smalier coins, have been
Found by boltle htinters

Coin Lise by Maiive frndious

Before the perod of major Chinese somigration Lo
Morth America, Chinese coins wens purchased in China by

Furogean and American raders engaged m the lur wade on
the Pacific coast, They ame secordesd as trale cargn on
Europesn wessels (Meares | 7908 By 1791, Chinese coing
were-ohserved in the possession of Indians from Alnska o
'l-‘-"u:-ah'ruxluu Sorer, Dme avesant, i 1972, describes a gl
ranking Haida as seanding like & mule in harpess due to the
raftling of =0 many Chimese coins on his clolfng (Wagner
anil Mewcombe 19382 19),

Chimese gains found in archaeological contsxts, wway
from Chinese inmmigrant settlements, wre mostly associied
with histeric penod Indmn burals. The clusters ol oodns
feumel in both archaeological and ethnologicl consexts fom
Aulnska te Oregon tend 10 disde mostly to the eurly Cling
Dwnasty (&0 1644 1796). A Nisgu's madicine man'’s cape
ot the Roval Brifish Columbio Mussim, st used ina curing
ceremony in 1935, lad 26 coins atched (Fig. 10 All wene
manufactured betwezn A D 1662 and 1796 with the K 'ang
Hsi period (AT 1662- 1722 represented by 19 of the couss
(Keddie 1975)

Ammesican maseims hold several examples (collected in
the rmtd- 19 gentury ) of Tlingit hide-armaair jackeis coversd
with Chiteese amd lapanese coins that have a similar dating
sequEnce 10 thes cEsims-ony Lhe N!'\,_‘!l_.'l-ﬂ cape { e Phebis Ty
Burch 1988: 2311 Emmons noticed thn the coins were foumt
anly on the *more modem type of hide ameer (nad. ., chag
%, p 130 A Tanaina necklace from Cook Inbet, collected in
1853, has 1% Chiness coing aitached that dake nigstly o the
K nng Hsi period (see Osgood 1966 228; P17

Oeeasionally, pre-Ching Pvnsasty toins are associated
with historic peritd Chinese clothing or Indian bunals. Beals
(198058 describes five coms Found together at the
Clackomas River, Oregon, OF the three idennfiable speci-
mens, two ane B wng Had period § 1602 - 17234 Dy specimens
and one is from the norhern Song Diymasty, Yuan Peng
pariod. A.D. 1078= 1083 [ have ofserved two examples of
Song Dynastly coins mixed with lae 19b-centary coin
assemblages. One of these (Hai Ning period 1068~ | 075
AL was asseciabed with | 8708 historic nefirse i te ciy of
Wictoria

Mamy af te early Ching Dynasty coing were being used
by Indians until the carly b cenury. In the lae |Gth
cenlury, among the Wishram of the Columbin River, girls
wiore headdresses made of shell beads and Chinese coins on
special ccasions, swch as after puberty und g martge
ceremonies (Curtis 1972:006; 1975587 (Fig. 13 The
Gime practics was found among the neighbouring Yakima
(Coin LOT9E54), “Hirings of Chinese cach™ wens abso thad
to the body of a deceased by mourners among the Wishram
(Spier and Sapar 19302700

Sagirese Shipwrecks

At least some of the Asiatic coins found ameng Indiin
cullures were from shipwrecks, The Nequency of these
wiecks s uncertain, OF the many cases of Japanese and other
poagibbe Asiatic wrecky eonmenired by Dands (18720 ankd
157211 and Brooks (13760 as occusning between 1617 sl
876, anby 12 are reporied as laving. come ashore between
Calitornin and the Alewsian Islands, OF the athers only four
wire found ab sea within XX miles of the American copss
L.
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The quality of docunentation for most of these events iy
pisir, Oy one wreck, in FB13, can be substantintesd for the
dnastof British Columbio (Keddie PYESL A wreck, in 1784,
on UAmisochka’ (Amehitka 71 Tsland in the Aleatians i he
best documented of the early accounts in the New Wikl
{Dyeryshyn er. of, 1988400 ), An esrfier acoount, in 1731,
dlescrites o Japanese wieck on the Kamchatkn Peninsula
iDmviryshym er. qf. 19881 6L The frequescy of Insses may
be a product of o fapanese law, in 1639, that banned deep-sn
ruclders on coastal vessels and forced the making of junks
with open sienes and large spuare rudders-(Davis 1872:359,
Brooks 17T, However it must be adpiitted that it is
psaibile, of ook probable. that the occaswonal vessel did reach
the coast intact in prehistoric times, These could have
provided peoples of the west coust of Americn with Aszalic
goins and pther metal goods

One o the best documented Jopanese shipwrecks s thai
of e Hyvofen Mo which washed sshore: south of Cigpe
Flattery, Washington, in 1§34, This ship was blown (o sea
when carrying o cares of meeand poroelan, The cose has
beent documented by, Kohl (19821 and Dwury (1951 and
refered to by many previous anthors, One of the ey
sccounts of this incident was o persoal observation in 1834

by Adexander Canlfield Anderson, Andeson interoephed «
group of Indians at Cape Disappointment at the mouth of the
Columbia River afler they had meguired goods from the
Heeofun Mar. Andersen foles that, “lodians bourded aar
vesse| pnd pradaced a msp with ioene writing in Bpanese
chiracters; i string of the perfocoted copper cons of that
eountry; and other convincing proofs of a shipwreck It
was soath of Cape Fialtery il Cuesn- ha-ilth 1 I:-Lhe‘ﬂ.‘l
{Anderson TRA2)

Quezen-ha-ilth was the name used in the early 18005 ta
refer to the region occupied by the Quileure Indians. 1 o
interesting thae Japanese: coins have heen foond in sasall
clisters just to the north af Qeileure termnory sl the Orete it
it hoisse | (beleved o daie 1o the cacly [9thcentary) ond also
pasociated with & chikd burial onasmall asland close v this
site (Ruth Kitk, pers, com. 1982) Pieces af Asiatic hamhoo
were alse found iy house | gt Ceetle, These specimens my
be [rom the 1834 wieck or ai earbier o, AL least spime of e
coins date 0 1he eady 18y century,

Fapmnese-made, plass, fishing-nct floats have been
frumd By the thousamds along heaches from the Aleutean
Islands to California. This profusion of finds has often been
wseel 1o give credibility 1o the suggestion it there were many
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Huredlen of 16 god PR ceatmey Chinete coirr aoed
pembiing:in the eavly 200k certury. | Anthor s collecrion)

prehistoric shipwrecks along the Morthwest coast. Howeves,
sinee World War 11, Jopanese plass (oas have abso wsed by
Noreth American and Eurospean Nsherman; therefone, those
Found alomg e Meorthwes) Coast did oot necessarily drift
aver fromdupan, The ghass floats wese firs prodeced in fapan
in 1210 ond are therefore nod found in prehistoric anchas-
ological stes {Haskin 1935 Priog so 1991 nems other than
glass floats were ohserved . Emmons mentions that ' Drifis al
coconut, bumbaog, dnd other Omiental woods are ot indre-
quently tound on the seawird shores of the Clueen Charlotng
alaimads. " (191173740,

The *Amcient™ Chinese Coin From British Columbia

A great deal of misimformation has been presented about
supposedly ancient coins found mnodthwestern British
Columbia. The onpinnd publhsked siory pertnining o this
find nppewred i The Victoria Daify Codonest newspaper on
Cetaber 21, 1882 It was itled < The (Hdest Inhabitams —
Wi the Chinese Here 3000 Yedrs Aga."" Mostof it is quobed
here as follgwws,

A lew weeks apo p party of oirers wliss wie rinmning
it in o bank on one ol the ceeeks inthe maming distriey
of Cassar made a remrkabde Tined, A1 a depth of seveml
teet the shavel of ane of fle party roised about 30 of the
brass coins which have passed currest in Ching Tor many
centuries, They were sirung oo what appeared o beoan
trosn ware. This wane went bo dust o few vt ofter being
e posnd it ghe coins appeared i brightand new s when
they fiest [eft the Cebesnal milns They hove been brough

o Victoria anid subhmited to the nspection of inizlligent
Chinamen, whi anite in peonsuncing them o be upasrds
of 000 wears ald, They bear o date skl §200 veprs
amlesior t0 the bith of Chust. And fowe the glesizon
arases, how the coins Pk e r!-l.'h:l.' wheere 1|1€_'|' WG
foumd. The miners say there wos oo evidence of the
grodird baving been disiurbed by man before their mcks
anid shovels peneerated 11, and ihe foct bt thee coins are
little wwich goes 0 shire that they were pof long in
crculation before beang hidoen or o8 ol Cassiae Whethes
-|||¢_-:,- wire the property of Chinese marners who weee
wrecked oni the narth coast abpat 300H1 yeass ogo and
rermal ned o peopks thee corminene, oF wheitber the Clives:
miners who weal o Cosspr seven or eightl years ggo
deposited the collection where 8w founid For the pur
pose of establishing for their nation o prwr claim eo (e
land, may nevar bé koo,

The dating sscribed o these coins is clearly wrong, |
have copclsded that the “nncient coins™ s good-luck,
emple tokens made in the Iate 19th century and probably
either hrought fo British Columbis by Chiness nuners whi
Vst o bariesd them at the Cassiar THsrricmining operution on
Defin Creek between 1875 and 1882 o were deposited ina
Mative Indian burial uneanbed By Chinese migers. The
tokens were lecated inown ares heavily populaied by Chinese
immigiants in [H82 and, after unfounded cloims of awving
preal ape. they gained & popelar notoriety. The temple coins
were shown i many people and different vessions of storkes
partaming too their- discovery omd age spread aroond e
provinee 1 be put ot print and chonged frequentdy by many
autbors o flee last D00 vears (Keddie 1981, 1982)

The ong Cassiar termple oken o wlisman of which a
phaotngraph remains s of & modern charscrer siyle. Similurly
desipmed talisnsnie first appear in the Ming and early Ching
dyiarstics. However, these are Larger, hove square koles, am
af w mare bropze-like than brss-Teke miaerial, and more
crudely ¢ast, The Cossiar specimin s almosi identbeal 1o
several 19th-cenury lahsmans in the mibors colkecion {see
Fig, 11}, The Cuassiar ifisman is the same sive, has o round
hode of the same dismeter, distinel posi-casting, circelar
prinding and polishing patterns. which can be w28 in the
phens, and oot identicul style of charscters. Thensfors, the
Cazaar finds con chearly be ruled out as evidence of arly
Chisess voviges to Brinsh Columbin,

The “Ancient™ Alnskan Coin

Epstein (1980:21:0) quoies MocMillan-Brown as
neporting that;

.0 Buissiam farmer dug up when plosghing vicgin 1ol

i 19203 p lwrge sione lamp with o Baddha-like Ggae

risang Froom dhe hottonn, 16 is in b Juneas Musewm, ond in

the sume case wigh it are lakge Chinese coins also Found

bepenh the woil, and tsese, from theic inlespretalice,

1;1._-|1q1l; o ibe reign of oo E.lnpun:lr in the enghtlh congury
(1937670

A single Chanese *'Iarge hrosee @mheman™ a5 described
i Jher Alaaka Stee Muwseem s catalogue (Mo, =014 s 20
inches (7 cmt i daemeter (Fig. 120 T hasa sguiane comer
hostee swi th Chinese charaeters o one side wath figores o {the )
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Cleinese ool ged raffin Bl atiached o fringe of o Nisga's wediving man's cape. {foved B Mg, Artfiropolngy

Cialleciion, Car, Mo, 14203)

piher'! The item wus found June 15, 1903, by Charles
Ulanky ot his fasm al Fish Creek, ner Knoik on Cook lnbet.
The 1957 epiry wis_taken from the 192324 aocessions
rocord. The sccessions catnlopue for this genod remds
“Crocker, TG, Anchorage, Alasks, obe very ald and e
Chinese wmiple coin.” The 1957 record states “date cor
pected from maseam bookler." “Hooklet™ here could sefes
to sy of three Bocklets

The Deserviptive: Saokler on the Alaske Higtavioal
Mo issoed by the Alaska Hisorieal Associafion was
publiskied i %22 and edited by the first curaton, Beverend
AP Kashevaroff, An artcle in this’ bookles ennded da
Crieaiel Sone Lowp wis described a5 ' connecting [ink
between the Orient amd Alska," In 1928 Kashevarodl puab
fsshedd o revised edition that added sblustrations and fext on a
Cluirmese talimun,

A crucial geston regarding the dating ol the talisman ks
it posaible psspcistion with the slone Lamp efemed b by
e Milkae-Brown. K ashewiroft describes what he belbeved
tis b e nad Stome Lianp ™ with ils mside = Buddha-like
figuse™ s being

tursed up i pleaving by M Charles Dk on June
b5, 19E3, while breaking virgin soilon his bomesiead, on
Fisly Creek, abom four wiiles Yrom Bonik. Copk Inlet,

L

Adnska, I was found ot & depth of pbeul cne Tool At the
s Eime oed place M Ulanky uncovered a Chinese
ermple codn several skelerons g small frinkets,”
which led T th Balieve fhe plpce tobhe the cite of anold
ladian village or Baryisg place | 192828
Kachevaroff stressed (hat the Chinese falisman was
“urscovered by Mr Ulanky ar the same time and ploce as the
lamg.”" (lhids 281 Koshevaroff submitted abe tadisman to
“Chinese scholoss ™ and comeladed tha:
the perind ot which this amulet might have been made
vangis, aeconling o the imerpretation of the sunons
Chipese sehelars. betveen 265 and TH0 AT, The lkscop-
ticm 25 deciphered by saboeative scholars, reads: Pu
Kt show Ko, - . nes=aning reches, Bonoees and long lifie.
Koashevarab] spa from the intespretabinns prasented that
the *Tacist surroundings of this mlismon seem 1o be sulf.
ciently clear ™ 1t s this believed associateon of fhe talisman
swith the early prersml of classic Taoism that hiases his decison
in Eavpur of anearly date for the flem
b 1930, ancihier bookler Included i article by Curator
Echwnrd L. Eeithabn enmled A Myvsreriowy Loy Eenthahn
coanmtends on the shone lamg:
. sounbgue was the specimen wihen fowmd thai it wis ot
firer belpeved 1o bed hoax, JSince then severdl miong, 30
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sirmilur that they might Bave come fmom 1he honds of the
saimee antisan. have boen discovered (1930:52)

Eeithahn seemed 1o be unaware thot Alden Mason
{1928) had alreddy published an exteisive cormmentiny. on
the Knik howl nnd athass in the area. These lamips are shown
and discissed by de Laguna as products of Pacific Eskimo
cultiene {9751 T7=180; Plates 28, 60, 70-1, T0-2, 711

Stone lamps have over a 4000-year history in the
Pacific eskimo arei. The laige, stone bamps with homan and
amimal fpures date 1o the Lote Bachemak 11 period between
ahout 10 B, C. and (000 A0, The Knik bow] slvle would fis
the eaclier part of this perod (fee Clack 1984:142)

Incommenting on the talisman, Keithahn (19500 givesa
broader range a5 10 its dute of manufaciune aod exprasses an
unceriEingy as o s asociption with the sone Emgy

- Unforiunsiedy itis et acoim but o bismonof Taoistie
vonmections whech varled liode frem century to century
Sehlnes have duted it variously as of 205—420 A.D. (Chin
Drymnsty'h so | W65—1644 8D [Ming Dvnasty ) oo nist over
Tilty years nld in 1928, T was once bedieved wohive bad o
eonnestion with toe lamp with which it swas Found,, leading
soome (o believe thiat the famp, G, wae Chimese. It s naw
wvwe generally belisved te have been menely o chance
mesocbion (Beithahn 15950:54)

He contimses giving his opinion on the origin of the talismin:
oo L Is conesivabla dat it wis corried fhens by Bassiang
fromi Siherin wheee they hod bisiness contacts with the
Chinese and traded i the rmtive amang whose bones i
was diservercd ([ 1950:54),

Who were the Chinese scholors referred 1o by
Kashevoraff? O March 27, 1923, Kashevoraff recerved a
leter froom W e O, Ravenal, admimstrative assistint bo (e
Secrezary of the Smithsonian [nsfelution, in responss 0o His
letser with photographs of March 14, 1923, Encloged was a
staremment (minde upon sxaminaton of e phalographs) by
Wiilier Hough, Head Corstor of Anthropology. Howgh
pobntes) oot that, ' These teople oo ine nol ERSOMITN i
southeastern Alaska anpd British Columbia, " and be adeni-
fied the stone-lamp s, “Alasks Peningula on socoust of s
characteristic tarm, ™ Hough referred braefly 1oothe Cossiar
find ""u jar contaming n number of coing intended g8 charms
against lighming was fownd 200 miles op the Stikine River in
Brinsh Columbin.”

Amather lemer received by Kashevaroff dated Apeil 25,
1934, semt by Thomas Riggs of New York enclosed o Jetier
from Eiung-ling-Chang, the Consul-General 'of China, in
Mew Yok, Chapg claims ot be bas:

.+« ot st wlentified the coln as of the Tang Period, 700
A0, The coin was o son of chusn For keeplng away evil
ancl il was minde enbizr by or for San Sre-mian,

lit o lefter of March 23, 1926, B H. Geoghegon
describes the characters on the teverse side of the ¢oin as
Taoisl “occull glyphs.” Geoghegan refers 1o & stafement
frovs the San Printisco consulice that refemed o the “Tien
Shuw period of Cheu dynasty, 1234 yearsago™ as the penod
1 which the 1alisman daites and points oot that it is bagscally
the sarmee &8 the AL D, 70D dute given by ihe Mew York
consuline. Geoghezan indicates thay “Sun Ssu-mian™ was:

.« revereid os o parron spinit of medicine. [ is said ot

ot AL, A3 he was induced e leave bis mountain
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brermitage for 1l court ol the T uog emperon, T o Teung,
Wwhere he perfored many miccles . There are no
niiknes or detes on your coin whenehy 1 might be assigned
b oy pasticular epoch, but the common consent with
whach the pentleman of the two Comsekires you mention
refer it b the T g period is uvndonbesdly based on same
knowledize of these matters ket appears safficlent in e
judgement, ns cultursd scholars. 9 warrene such o
conclasion.

Grenghepan points out that * the Chinese a2 very prone
bix miake copees ol antiques, and copy the same model
generalion afver generation, ™ b be then concurs *“thal AT
T s motat all bevord the bounds of passbility s the true
dale of this interedting relic.”

Another letber of Augost 24, 1927 addressed 1oa Mr
Bishop is from Benjumin March of New York who also
passck an comirenrs by Professor Arthur W Hummel, March
il icages thit he!

.. sabamitted a tracing of 1l characters 1o o Chipsse
student of calligraphy, wha gave as his opision tha, read
top, bertiam, righr, et Cibe usual way), the insergrion was
(u koei show k'am, 0 comman stscriplion on coins of ihbe
tadismamie o chann fvpe, of which this is one, meinimg
riches, hanaes and loag lite

The picture suggests Tholst conmections, The figuns
at {he leil seems bo be o szpeor Thoisi teacher, amd may be
wlembified with Shoo Lo, the odd figure af longevity. The
birdl, the ned-hended Manchurian erane, bevond o doobi,
i5 0 oomem long [ife symbol, and the foms flower amd
abnr v fumilinr ebements in Teest decoration

The Chin Shik-50; 0 seedaed Clhiinese work on
hromaes arel stomes, originally peblished: i (822 by tbe
hrothers Feng Yon-peng and Feog Yuns-yunnof Kiangse,

cottlaing, i the fowrth volume of the six dévoled i

bremzes. a-picture of this coin, fromt and back . This wiod

cul g slightly smaller than the photagraph, but in every
detai| of decorution is soexpetly the saine as (o indicate
that the coan of 1l pltograph is gicher one of the original

Jarae there described or on exsct copy.of it T think we mry

i thet we lrawe wn ariginal. That edin is clasgsed ihere

o an amalet o teldmense ooin, The saiement 5 made

flyan the coin was made by 4 certam Sun Ssu-mo of the

Chim Dryasty, 205-420 A, ¥,

& L

Husmme |, hawesen, bebievies that the coin i very recent,
He 1% quoted a5 saying that i

. s the dupdicate v every delail, size, composition,
aed all, il & hesst uoscoee of amulets T picked uwpoin
Shansh, | .

I 1966 the Fish Creck site was recorded as anesibt of an
archacologhcal survey along Knik Arm {Dumond and Mace
|96k} The site is ¥ Mcaled appraxtmately one mile divectly
southwest of the villnge of Knik (NE ' of NE W, 534,
TioM, R2W of Seward Mendion), ond is undoobiediy thar
vizeted by de Logona 01934 140 in 1830, | |, The distovery
of the lamp, &t least, wos apparenily conlivmed by de Lagu
(1535 141 ) through coméspondéence, m which Ulanky wrats
that the vessel had heen found in the sarsh near the low
ferrace on which presumably bith de Loguna and the 966
Chregon pusty excavaied. (Dumand and Moce 1968:7-8),

oo sl Mace (1968 13-19) conclude than theps
are fwo occupilion lesels of the Fish Creek side, an carlier
Pacilic eskimo occupation beginning Before A D0 100D
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T sides-of remple coin from Cook nlet, Alaska, cloimed to b over TO00 vears ol §Plao courtesy of Alavka Seete Mucetn,

Qe Car, M, PE-0-040)

based on the style of the stone lamp and lesting wil afer
AT LD based on evidence from potiers styles. The Later
period may hive extended as late as AD. 1700, The last
ocoupation wis i resull of a histeric movemesnt of Tanalisa
Indiums invto the area. The oocomence of hath 4 prebistorio
and lhiseoric occupation level allows fos the probababilisy that
the stone bowl and Chinese semple coin date o differem
petiads.

In suimmary, the bowl w o product of local culwical
development sometise afier 100 B.C, and belore AD,
I 100, The assoctation of the temple coin and the stone bow]
i iceriain. In iz likely that the bowl and emple coin were
Found in the same general-asen and not necessnly associ-
ubed. These is unccetanty os b fhe personage reprosented on
the talisman and the age to which 118 associated. My mone
recent inquiries hive %0 far peeduced po additional pertinent
dita. If the personage is Sun Ssu-Mino, be is maore properly
referred 0 as the puron swni or god of druggiss (Wemer
19314681 The Tang Emperor T a0 Tsung (o, A 627
49, durng whose relgn Bun Ssa-miao lived, was imself
recagnized ax the patron saind ar god of the seil during the
Ming Dymusty reignof Jen Tiung, ALD, 1825261 Werner
B3840, [ ismore probable thar Sup Ssu-hae was deified
during the Ming Dvnasty resurgence of mierest in the Tang
Farimd.

The informutyn presented by varkous auithors i, of
courss, not evilence of the dating of the cotn but simply an
identification of the person depicted in the scene on one side
of the tolismon. To sy the talisman most date o the Ting
Dvpansty becaise iLhas an engraving of o personage of th
period 14 antamount to socng that all siatues of Boddha musi
date ta the period of his life aver 2400 veurs wgo

Stylistically, the charscters on ihe obverse side of the
talizman ane similar 10 those first appearing o coins of the
Chin Diynzsty (A 111512500 specifically of the Tai Ho
reipn (A.D, 12001-1208) The specimens from this period,
urweser, hud minch larger central holes in febation o the size
of the wlismsn than lnfes peciods (see Coole 1965471 amad
1 14}, Copies of some of these 2urly examples conbimied 10 be
e into the 20th century, The copies often have noticeable
differences.

Other temple coins Found in southermn Alaskn nclude
those cn the Famous Chilkas Tlmgt mask the appeared on a
15-cent LS. A, postage stamp (Fig. 130 The Iatter temple
goine have round hodes while the Kaik specinen his a suare
hole, The Clitlkar mosk (1o Feder 1982 132 was collacped
hetween R85 and | KBS, The eollector indicmed, "''The prave
i which this mask was found was pointed ot 10 me as being
oldd, amd that of & medicing man, who had Nourshed mone
than vwo hndred years ago, six suecessors. having filled this
office; each one living o & good ofd aze,” (Bolles
[R93:220) The design elemznts on the mask specanseis g
very siimilar o privately made amulets of the Shun Chib
(4.0 1644 and Kang Hei AL, 166217215 I'ﬂillﬂ‘l'l'lf“hl-'
Ching Dyvmasty (see Burger [576:537, 640, The laner speci-
mens; however, hive sqeire holes ke the Kmk specimen
[Fig. 12}, notrowmd hales like the temple ooins of the omask.
The roond-hole specunets are biter copies whose mode of
manufaciwre closely resembles specimens maide i the 19th
centiy. The presence of the speabic size of sguare bole in the
Enik specimen wionsld phaoe it date of manufaciore belone the
1t century. The evidence suggests that the manufacture of
the Knik cain does ot predate v 120 cenary &, D and 35
vt Tikely 1o dabe after the 15ih century and betore 1300
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Al The specific detirp of his lerple Cort Bis @i
further numisimatic reseansh of race-element siudies. Kei-
than's Suggesticn that the temple coin b5 associated with the
Russian fur trade is the best explanation of eriging based on
present evidence,

T DifTosion of Astic Objects

Age some of the older eoimE and temple ickens the
product of inferactions that decurmsl between peoples of the
O amd Mew Wiorlds before the Enowi fostorne trade period?
I thiz is the case, we need 1o look of the potentiad for long-
diztance, indirees trwde in 0 prehistorie confext as well ws the
potentinl for dirget radmg or exploding vovages by Asistic
peoples.

We know thal aetifaces of Chinese nianofooiure; and
stylastic imitarons of Chinese ohjects in native materials;
spread - preai distonces beyvond the borders ol China. This
diffusion by rade was undestaken aob only by those people
whi were in & political sense Chiness but also by many adher
neighbouring peoples and trading peoples such be Indlo-
Trameans, Aneh and vasious Malayo-Polvnesian peoples. As
an examphe of the far-flung dispersal of Chinese material
goods we may nobe that the oldesy Chinese eoing found on the
coast of East Afrcadane o A D0 630 { Gernet 19837031 ¥
the eusliest docomented Chinesse voyuges 1o Africa weres nat
until A D 1413 iGermes 1985400 k. Present evabeoce sup-
gk thar these early Chinese cols ciie o restin Africs asa
resinlt ol imdivect bading activities with Acab ar Indo-Tranian
waders, the same peoples who were responsible for the
depositing of Roman coips Gtk in AL, 152} 0 the
Mekong Delta on China's southern border (zee Gernet
1985127

I Ching, during the 3rd o Gth centuries AD.. there
were many Bradhng visitors from sobtheast Asin o and the
Lndian Ocean (Gemer 1985:201), The mostly Boddhist mis-
sionnry pilprimages, and incressing Chinesa. commercial
metivity contimued throogl to the 9th century. This acrivity
was mainly in the the south seas but ot [eist some siraregic
interests existed in novheastern seas (Gemel 1985 196],
Teade redatroms and the diffusion of Chenese manufactored
artifaces 1w the east beyond Korea and souhem Japan s
penerally received little attention, What do we know about
these trade patterns from srchasologieal evidence?

The movement of enviys: barwead Ching and Japan
began a0 the Tt century B.C (Tsureds 195101 ) The aligest
Chingse comns Found in southem Fapan (Kyushu} wre from the
period of the Han Dynasty osurpes Wang Mang 925 A0
(emet 1985198 Japanese wnns o the [0ih century
have been found on the Burile Tslands and inoat least ome silg
o the soathern Kamchotka Peninsula bue the datimg of theie
associnted context i uiclear,

Present evidence does nol allosy us'to exasnine specific
trade patterns asd movements of goods foward (he Bering
Strait from China bat we con look: al general paiedis in the
dispersal of el sifacts (e Fig. 141, On the Siberian
steppe iron finally replaced bronze & the stondard metal
during the 4th chrough the 2wl ceniuries B.C. {Chard
1974:74],
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It was. in the Glazkaowa phise of the Lake Haikal
sequence ¢ LESG-1350 B.C.), that the first mem] artifacts
apear in subsiantial numbers: copper knives asd smiall soops
of copper wsed s ornaments and e bronse ebject such as
fanged korves, flibbhooks and needles. All thess moetal
ArEHaCEs!

imitate the forms of eardier sione and bone obijects,
thereby prow iding ey idence of bocsd manafaciure and the
begmeings of logal mstallurgy . . . The appennmee of the
flest copper objects is nccompanied by chamges o &
namber of wwpologically mgoriant ariifacts O klndnikoy
[ 962370250

Absg associated with the Glazkovo phuse ore shells [rom the
soa of lapan and the Molocess indicating long-disuance irade.

Okbidnikow hes shown directevidence of Chinese infl-
ence on the developed bronze-age cullures of soathern
Siberin:

oo Thedisanciive migacelis, . . . beanng decoration in
the form of gves and pendant rianples nbwl:lush,' aErve
froum Shang celts of the seooed Hiall of the second oelllen-
i B The effects of comant wiih ancieny Chinese
civilization ware. even more profound ameng the neigh.
bears amd vedabives of the Backal mbes living east ab ihe
Buskal. Here thos confact eadeeolly ehanped she colture
pateerm and affected the composition of the popalation
iself (Oklndnikoy 1462 281N

Thae s of roeal, ot beast-on o Timited bosis, hod spread
i the Iower Lena Biver in northwesiem Sibena by R HB.C,
and spread weomuch ol the maritime regions of Siberia by 21
B.C. (Ckladnikov |5968:53, %2). Dikov | 964 places the use
of bronze tonls om the Chukehi Peninsulaas esly as S008.C,
Cik Lk o {1963 ) zhows van 1ools o be well established in
mesrtheastarn Siberin during the Birnirk-Thole tremsitien of <,
00— 1000 A T,

[y wizll-preserved sites in westem Siberi dating o tne
dth century B.C.. losg-distance trade dwems wre well m
evidence. They inclide Fabrics from Pesia, cowrie shells
fromn the Indinn Cicean, a% well @ 3ilk and 8 brooee mimay
Frowm ETina (0% adnikoy 1965:60-61 ) Bronze mirrors which
weee shimilar in appearance by lemple okens were 4 Commcn
export item i the B cennry A Be-and bave been found from
Wietnam o Sibecia (Gerner 1985 1400, By the fivst milleniom
B.C.. the shell-mound cuftures: of the Soviel mantime
provinces show evidence of the replocement of flaked stone
toal sy ground slae dageers and spear heads modelled ifter
metal omes of the Shang Doymasty and other carly mom-age,
sotitheim-Siberian cultures (CHeladniken [162:384),

As early 35 300 B.C,, the Chinese were awane of [he
Tungus tribes of the Amiir Rives region whaan carly chroi-
ches refer toas the “Sushen' and by the b=t century B2 ay
thee B-lou {(Evanov eral. 1966921, In the Histery of e Three
Kingoue ¢, ALD, 100265 the L-len were feferred o as
pariculiral peoples dsd “intrepid: sailors™ (Oklndnikov
I0h4:55),

The Mo-ho tribes of ke A reghon wene agricubiural
i pastoral peoples who bad culiural and peliticul tes with
the Chanese s early a2 A1, 471, By the 6th century A LL.
Mo-hoembassics repulorly visated the Chinese courn (Oklad-
ko Po64:03),

The extent fo which thess Sunur region groeps wens
trcling towaind the Bering Strat s unknown . but cerainly un
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imerepsing quantity of goods meovieg into the Ao regson
wirs heing passed on G the tribes bevand o the northenst, The
creation of the Po-hal sgae {T19-925 & IV ) bnowhil became
Manchuria amd northern Korea. pnd the establishment by the
"I'||.|r.|gu'.. trnbes themeelves ol the Chin i:rnpiin.- af 11 15=1%%
A D, st have moeatly increased trade with tnbal groups o
the northenst (i ef of, 1964 897: Gemet [955:463)

A 1641 Kussian repon indicates that the Chinese wers
coming ZRICHkm up the Amer Biver to trade in the area of the
Shilkas Biver [Dioyviryshyn eral. 1985185 L H6] Thiy rade
puttern probably begon mech eardien. Desevyanko. sugeesis
the miraduction of Bukdhism amang the Jurchens of the
Avnur Yabley betweei the Trh— 1 I thcentenes A D, based an
the finding of n bronze figare of Buddho and sther Baddhis:
related grave goods ar the Korspkov bugfial  groand
[IRE6:12T),

A Bussian report of 1711 states that the people on the
rthern Burtls Islands obtzined metal amd coboured rexlibes
from further south on the Kurles {Dmyieyshyn o af.
I5H8-45) These may hive come indirectly From either Chi-
neke or Inpanese froders. A& story told by dochelzen {1933
| 5 miay pertain to Chinese madessin the Aleatian Tshands. He
refaits an ey aecount giva in 1747 by an Alsut bay fiom
Ao thng spesks of “men diessed in loeg many eolored silk
arnd cotton clothing camme 1o the iskasd Al in sabl ships
with cne sail, their heads were shaved 1o the crooen und the
hair anthe bock was platfed into tresses. Evidantly these were
Chinamen ¢if the repest is carmect ). The same boy told them
thit *in former years a ship vsed to come o A, the men
gaving them ieon, needles, mwd beaf-tobaces Twhich they did
nok wandl in exchange for sen-otter’ skins, " Possibdy thess
were traders Trom the Amur River region as Tvanoy (Tvinoy ef
al. 1964 707 indicates that the Nakays of thal megion
practiced the Manchie head-shaving andl hair-braiding from
thie aid- | 7ok cenury. The preseats of wbacco would sugges
a post-1600 8D, date for this woyage,

It is highly probakle that trading peoples of southeas
Sibenia hagl 0 contineous supply of Chinese codns since
Jeasn the 12t centusy A0, Copper cois issued dunng the
Song oge spread over every counlry in Asia and were o
plentiful s lagen that they were wsed as local cermencies
iGemer 1985:322), The often exclusive offkial use of paper
currencies of the ler Yuan and Ming dyvpasties further
inereased the export of doins to neighhourmg aveas of Ching
winesd ey were Tivst usad s o metal and thenas carmeney.
In 1432 A0, when copper ciins were much devalued, they
were intentionally exported o Japan (Gemer P8540 1)
Copper took 3 rode of varying significance in China with the
influe of stlver froin Amenca aftes the establishment of
Bpaniands in the Philippinesin A.D, 1564-65 and the found-
g of Mlamila m 1570 A D0 The fiscil reforms of 15T0-30
sanctionesd tie peneral wse of imported Spanish silver coins in
the Chinese economy {Cerned 1985:416), During the early
fecorded period of Europenn exploration of the mediiiaesién
cogest of Morih Americn, Chinese coins wonld be e pemsive
Teor braadizrs Ao obrtain in Chana as a liang (e, 346 grams) of Sifver
wis worih-about 1000 copper eeins befoe 1820, Copper
coatts combmisd o devilise disnng the tnuling pernd, By
1543 a linng of silver could purchase 2300, or more, copper
coans;

14

11 earker Spanish ships were bianging Chineze oo
hiek 1o Avapuleo, Mexico, as trade Bems, and thess weee
sibseguently fraded among Natve Indian groups, this pro-
cess may accoant for the deposition of spme Ming Dymasty o
earlier coins w Mative Indian villuge sies.

trom and Copper

Retuming b the question of the earlvest iron goods in the
Mew Warld, it his been suppested that o mols nms) have
been wsed o carie soae of the specimens of bone and wvory
curvings found in-cubtures sorlier than the Ipivtak, e first
EnoWwn i.-ru11-u.'.|r.|,5 cubure in Aleska [(Collins, 19570, The
question has been asked as o whether the small numwber of
irom Apecimens found srehieologically is merely o remnant
of & onee wach |a.rgér Ll.iy:rnl:rl:lpé of irea 'iPl."lL'i.IIIE'.IL‘-. The
Alnskan [piutek iron blades are purts of toels similar o those
wsed at the same tae and moch earhier 0oy s ol
Siberia,

T-'h-ilip Hihler { 198455 has "Huﬂes.?:d." ihat adzed wood
frovm the centeal eoast of British Cobumbis presarved in Lae
prehisionc saterlogged deposits may hove been worked with
metal culling Weds, My own experiments an warking hane,
antler and stone. and observing the work warks on colbec-
tions Jram the sougheny comst of Briteeh Colwmbin, have led o
similar conclisions.

Cing explanation for the @xistence-of fing carving with
sharp curs pdicalive of metil use may be the exisience of
prehistoric copper carving teols bur, besides being oo sofe,
these smem o be shsent in prehistoric deposits,  Hrigish
Columibia has o well-established préhestone (nom-posl] cop-
per commplex that has semained Toegely unrecegnized in the
lateralure . Theke ;mm:mhluﬂ:: e l;l:lrnpn-s-l:l;l el ornameninl
ohjects and pons of wrmaured clothing. Mative coppet
artifats date from 3060 B.C. in the Prinee Rupert arez of
narthern coastal Bensh Columbia {MacDyimald and Inghs
19840, a=iwell a5 from the skme time pariod in the Mocpole
culture ab the soutiern coast (kleonficitsn by Kay Allm,
pers, comm. 976

[ have observed private and museum collections of
objects thyt have Boei faind wich bumals fran the ol
interior of British Columbia. These ofter comtain elaborate
assemblages of copper oroaments and the. ocoasional iron
object. Thess burizls hove wsually been assumed 10 duge o
Lhe: posst-comlact period even in the absence of obvicas [Rth or
h-cenmry fade goods. | had one of these specioens
tested, Although b the oaked eye it looked like Busapean
eran Factered sheet copper i1 proved fo be macde ol nati e
copper (ldemification by Bay Allan, pers. conun, 19765
This late prehisioric complex remains brgely unsiodied-
Cappr associated with o Buslal has been dated 1w the Sth
century M) im the intesior of the province (Mark Skinner
ek comim., P2EG)

In s bempting to suggesa 3 poasthle almulus diffusion
telationship belveen the ™ Coppers™ of the: Morihwest cixst
— lurge, abaped, sheets ol copper with imporient symbolic
value — {ree DRAT 981 ond de Widerspach-Thor 19817 and
soane of the earliest Chimess coins issied by the Zhou talem
in the by century B.C, {which were inseribed imdtations of
Fm:lcn hoes] and lader vaneties such as those of the Linng
Ervnaszy or the silver ax mgms of the F2h-centry Song
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Dynasty (see Cribh 19800, Nane of the Nodhwest oo
"Coppers” Ihat hove been smalyred are made of manve
copper fd have therefore Been assumed to dote 10 the post
coniact perind, Mone heve béen moovered inoa prehistorc
contexl,

Prehistone copper abjects in Brtsh Colombia do come
in several standard shapes. This could imply thut they had s
gel monetary trade salue, hut their members and level of
standardizanion do ol come clese o paralleling the develp-
mient 'of, Tor examplo, the copper-sme money hal evolyed an
south coastial Evoador, nactheri Pepd and Oaach Maxico
after aboot B A DL Prehistorie coppar in Bribish Celumbia
hiss a lomgz history ban poesent evidence suggests that copper
s bsed for omamentetiin and objocts of prestige value, nol
EE ey anil lm:lhrll'.!l].' nr:l:,- rarely autoals. The anly copper
tool |am aware of Trom Bridsh Columibiz is b copper aroo
Naker | found at site ExXBe 17 oear the mouth of the Chilootin
River

IMeru=sion

Mutive copper is esinblished ns teing o desirmble com-
modity By (e Indinns of the Moeth Pacific coastof America
B al least 2000 vears ago. The openness 1 acquiring and
shagang other metal poods wis undowbted v estiblished by
this time, The answer t how early and how often Copper
ciring and irem were being raded and wsed anoihe North
Pacific const may have impoertant implications for inberpres-
ing the prehistory of the region, Although our Knosbedge of
thiz nren of ressnrch 1 TR, T ill[-:}rlﬂu'!.lihl.'nuggl.'il.‘. thut
the factor af “chream-Pacific culturd drift™ espoused by de
Lagoma { 19472700 and others may have Been enhanced by
trade in metel goods leng before recodnized European
COfTact,

In Siberia, the late Bronze and Iron-Ages encompassad
the peniod beiween the second millenium B,C, amd aboul
A, 501 Barly i this period. the vast steppe belt sone of
Eurasia served as a route of cultural movernest and diffusion
berween the high cultiwml cenires in the Exst and Wiest, Them
wis o prodon] replocement ol farmiess by henders i the
porthern frontiess of Chinn. More mobile and militunt cul-
tures deviloped i the steppe wone, ‘Rapid and cxpansive
culftorl flow was greatly facilinsed by the seppe envirn-
ment and the mbabe way of life. By the end of the cighth
century B.C., the Scythions and relsted complesss had
replaced the lnie Toimber cubiire in southern Busia, the Tale
Andronovo culture in Kazakbatan, amd tee Karsuk cultere in
ihe Abtal Moustains amd the Mingsinsk basin.” {Chang
I977:597F The appearnnce’ of these steppe nomsads wis
coineident with the wide expansim of the Eastern Chow
civilizanon oaward the nosh.

According o Mochinow and Fedosesva {19854 GRR the
“Anilvsis of e archoeologioal datu leads o the idea that
replacement of one culture by another in North-East Asia did
rol maninly take plece os -0 resudt of Bscal Getors - . . bacdue
b ki myigrations froam e soub and southwest, That
these were magrations and not simply colbeml exchunges s
proved by the comnplete chamgss in the compleses. s i3 well
rmanthest in the cermmaes, ! Clhard (1974: B5) wées 0 o

n

eradial development oulof preceding rechnodogica] patems
Major ithoats con ke seen apecading over

al “Mlajor wadicl be appending larga

orens,”

Remrrdless of which of these views proves 1obe cormect
the evidence suggests the patential for & Inng asd Tedatvely
contineds movemeant of goods From Central Ssia tovenrd the
Bering Sei region, We know thit pottery of the Chonis phase
ot the Morion tradition of Alaska is-cleady of Az angin
amd has reswlied frome stimulus diffusion-or teade (Ackerman
1982:33) or o possible influx of Asian peeple ot Alaska
(mimnd. [982:47).

Other exchinges oceurred ar least sporadically across
the Bering Sea duting the Tast 3000 yesrs. Metnl trade goods
appenr earlier in fouthem coastal hin i inland Tocations of
noriheastem Siberin, By B vears ago we lind the sporadic
nse of copper and branze i the ate Meolithic cultures of the
Kuamchatks Peninsuly. Becent excovaiions ae proveding o
picoare of anearly and more widesprend oocurrence ol irom
ioals i Martheasiem Sibana, The possibilicy of even dirsc
irade Between peoples of the Luter regiom nnd vultures 1o the
sopath s hecoming more apparent, During the | 1th century
A0, China swas pressing thaough a pesiod of unprecedenisd
wrowth {ree Curtin 1954109, 11 seems Tikely thit the
Jurchen pecples of the Amur Biver region trsled with
peoplesalong the Pacific comst (o he porth, Future research
af the “volumiinoes weitten fecords™ (Derevyanka
FeRG:1 255 for this area should help shed some Tight onoearty
trade patierns in this megion, An insestigation of lpangse
reconds ol ey northes trdle wall also helpin undersianding
ihe extent of northward trade expansion.

Embassies from [ndion Kengdoms and Caylon fre-
guentedd Mankmng between the end al the 4th and middbe of the
Gl century A Gerpet 1386 T8 Pessibly these frmiing
peapies were extending further vorth than our present records
idicate, There i3 g meport of an East-Indian survives of a
shepwreck that coourred about &Y off the Kamehatkn
Peninsulo tDmodryshymer ol 988 11=12) Caravins ol trde
goods from East Indeacand Ching were coming regulady o
Siberia pecording (o 4 Bussian veport of 7 14 (Dmyiryslsn e
dl. |FEEz6H3L On the second of the Kurile Iskands south of
Kamchaka il was recondzd in 1711 that the people of the
ks “ohiam iecn and other goods and iextiles of all colors™
fromm woders to the south (Dayaryshvn eval. 198R8:45), Boes
{ 190152 pitvibuted & bronze hondle with the fgire ol the
East Imian deiry Chruds, found near Prince Bupert, Bratish
Columbia, 1o the eacly protofistoric periad

When Morth Armersean archueslogisiy find porcelain,
copper or iten ariifacts they all too ofien assume th they dane
fo the knowi post contact peried withomt o careful attempt ot
verificsiion, Hekter nnd Meagham have secn good example by
documenting the remains of 16th-contiry Chinese porceisin
andl poftery & atribuiable o the ortherm Califorman visits by
Cabrillo, Proke and Cermenn {Hegzer 1941, Meghan and
Hegzer 1952, amd Von der Porten 1968, However, caution
bas b De gsed when making sssumgdions abaat the dagisg of
some types of ceramtic ware. Beals and Steele (19813 have
identified porceliin ware from coasial sues i Oregon, the
gariiesy of which has e mark of the Ch'eng Hua period
(14651457 A Do the Ming Dwnasty, This period mark 3



Chronology of Events 1000 A.D. - 1300 A.D.

izo and Fhillippines

|IE.;]-.:::tni_-.l-. Trade betwesn

3
E
a
2
8
.
n s
©
i
]
=
:
2
=
i
=
3
i
o

gh

Chakshi 1o Alaska

Indract Russian irade 1hnoo

18900 =

1800 =

17an =

1606 =

1500 —

1400 =

wang =

1200 —

n"ag =

1
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= Wrack of Jaganese Ship, Hyojuin Mang, 50 of Cape Flattery (1834 AD )

» Trada goods arriving in Briteh Columbla from Egs (1780 A.0B00 4.0
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+ Chinaga coins common i Jagsan (120040,

= [roi lapks in Algakan Puruk & Thule custines (1000-1100 A0

FIGURE lde
Clrarks — Carpyions e,

24




frequently used on later manutaciured porcelain (see Honey
192 7M1, PLSB) and therefore the daiang of the artifacts 1o
this time perisd ks very lenpoos,

In futisre, archasologsts working on the MNoslh Pacific
coast will need o mnke o concerted effost 1 ook foe and
sppurate ot goods that result from different periods. of
Evopenn activites in the Morth Pacific and orfifact materiol
that may be foom ather carlier seurces, Hobler's (19864
stidics on pative sccoluration contmbaite dirsctly 1o an
understandimg of this probleam by Fecusing epon vacations im
thie pasttecns of snatediad remaing ol contact period Aates oo e
central coast-of British Cofumbaa;

Conclansinns

Im Alaska, fron appears sporadicully by 350 4 13 and s
tairly common by M0 A The evidence i Mogth Adnerica
of itpmes manufactered in advanced Asiatic cultures during
the latter period is presently non-existent or unproven. The
nuirnismatic evidence from both British Columbiaand A lasks
does nos sapport an ancient Chinese”' connection with the
eastern Pacific consl, The native use of large numbers of
Cluimese coins on (e Modhwest coast ag a resuly of the fur
trade &5 well docomented i the joumaks of sarly cxplorers
and fralers. Theic contineed wuse by some Indiin grouags sl
the 20th cenmury s docomsented by anhropologests and
musewm coflections. The motivaton for the ditfusion wnd
cufiurhl integration of A coins and wdkens on the Morh.
west Coany s ensy o explain, Copper was taditicaally an
itent of high status and greatly scaght by indigenous cultunes.
{.‘nppﬂ conns ol be FLII"EI'I:I.'.EI;.I ;'h:n.p'l:.' in M in Iurgn
guantitizs by Baropesn maders, The hodes in the eoins
rendered them immediate by available toowear a5 decorative
shpms of wenlth,

The manufaciunng dotes of Chinese eoms maded 1w
Morh Amercan Indians and introdeced later by Chinese
imigrants were most often of & pre-comtace date. 1L can be
expecied that these Ching Divnasty race coins were ogca-
sicoully mixed with eorlier Ming o Sore Dynasty coins
Thiz one example of o Seng Dvoasty coin from e Chinla:
site may represen an object whosearigin predates the known
troide contact pericd on the coast of Brivish Columbia.

The presence af melal arifucs ot the Cheeme v llage sie
and the work marks onlate prehistoric wood . bose and antler
suggest thit mietal tools were being vsed oo the mosthwes
consl seviral hondred vears before the Kiwn concact period.
From what direction thess ieims wene coming ard ey enrly
in time has yer o be discovered,

It ix vlear that the empornl and spatial coniest of foie
prehisione trade between the Ol and MNew Worlds isin nesd
of Turther study. "The answer 1o the question of whethes or
there wis direct cubiural diffusion frem Asia o Morth Amcr
icd would, of course, have mage repercassions on o
interpretations o the history of culural developinents among
Mative intians an the Mooth Pacific coast. But we should also
consicer that even indirect diffusion of metals and cther ilems
of Asiugke nibulacture ey have iifheepcod techmnolopical,
artgstic or soecial aditions.,

The validity oF pre-historic, trans-neeanic. colural
diffusion is often given greater credence with the mereasing
siwe of the truit Bist thaot is parporied 1o constituge ovidence of

A%

i

cantaet, When the contexst of ench of thess traigs i denlt with
Blivicdually we ssually fwd thar esch las os own comjples
hisiory,

W peed 1o examine the contest of isbivideal ot in
bl e giving il receiving Cultures wbe ablets explam the
process by which the imiits: diffused. The bewvel of socin
integration of o parscular trait wall desermine toa lasge extent
the iz ol which the frait s likely o move of, egually
umportant, nof 0 mova, from one cultune toanother

The prowess of mosement ol pods thal are highly
mtegrated, that 5, for ekample, obgects such as hp plugs
which are intrigagely ticd o social and cosmological nei-
waorks, i.'l-r.'ll':.-' trmnsfer from ope culture bo another shonady
thecingh g parliculas process such o mariage Bebwesi irad-
ing poriners

The movement of Chinese coms dmd on for tegls
searsed 1o leck social birners il these lore these iems coalkd
miove rapidly from-one mding pagner to anocher. Although
Chiness coins were used as wealth/stabus items they appearto
have complomened miher than w hove seplaced  previows
stufus flems, The lack of socinl barriess to the seceplance of
irom and ASIER Coing i combination with information
highly supgesauve of the probabidity of esrly frace pattenis
should mleri ws 1o the possibility of finding these iems in
warlier prehislaric contéxls,

Driffusicn il less need o be upheld or vefubed indavic-
wally as well as collectively il we afe o pidge whether
specific objects or Forms of social behaviour are & product of
chiffustomaor pasallel evodution. We meed 10 seporale oot edch
frait and see if it has validity in itself, 1F the diffusion of a
comples of isdivedual trants s then supportecd afier a orrtical
amalysis of the contedn and process involved antheir msse-
ment, grester validiny will be given o srengihen either the
suggestion of the prsed of caltual coni,
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Postscript — Grant Keddie, 2014

Since writing this article in 1989, | no longer agree with the statement | made about Japanese
shipwrecks: "Only one wreck, in 1813, can be substantiated for the coast of British Columbia™.
See my article “Japanese ship wrecks on the Northwest Coast” on this web site for updated

information.
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