
Manning Hall 

Call for Submissions 
 
The Art Gallery of Alberta is pleased to announce an open, one-stage 
competition for a temporary installation in Manning Hall at the Art Gallery of 
Alberta. 

 
 
1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
The Art Gallery of Alberta is undertaking a public, one-stage competition to 
commission a new work of art for temporary public display in Manning Hall on the 
first floor of the Art Gallery of Alberta. 

 
Designed by Los Angeles architect Randall Stout, the 85,000 square foot building, 
celebrates the duality of Edmonton’s urban grid layout and the winding contours of the 
North Saskatchewan River. The building’s square design components are accented by 
the 190 meter (625 feet) swirling ribbon of a steel Aurora Borealis that weaves in-
between the interior to exterior of the structure. 

 
The commissioned artwork will be on temporary display at the Art Gallery of 
Alberta from February 17, 2018 to early 2019  (exact dates to be determined). 

 
 
2. SITE DESCRIPTION 

 
This competition is for a work of art that will animate the walls of Manning Hall on 
the first floor of the new Art Gallery of Alberta. 

 
The site is a 4-sided, space with 3 usable wall surfaces of approximate dimensions: 

West wall: 28’ wide x 23’ tall 
North wall: 31’ wide x 23’ tall (Note: movable door is 13’ 3” wide)  
East wall:  31’ wide x 12’ tall 

 
 
3. DESIGN OBJECTIVES OF THE SITE 

 
Manning Hall is used by the AGA for large scale public events and programs such as 
AGA Opening Receptions, All Day Sunday family activities, Art for Lunch, lectures 
and other AGA public and education programs, as well as for external facility rentals 
for receptions, dinners, weddings and similar activities. 

Call for Submissions

The Art Gallery of Alberta is seeking submissions for the Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art 
exhibition, which will be jointly organized and presented at the Art Gallery of Alberta and the Walter 
Phillips Gallery in the Summer/Fall of 2017. 

History of the Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art

Since its inception in 1996, the Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art has presented new and 
exciting works by over 180 Alberta contemporary artists. The Alberta Biennial has served to 
promote Alberta artists across the country and brings national attention to Alberta’s art scene. 

2017 Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art

Selected artists for the 2017 Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art will participate in a four-day event 
entitled the ‘Alberta Biennial Sessions’ at The Banff Centre between July 7 – 10, 2016 (dates to be 
confirmed) together with the Curators and additional guests to workshop their artwork in progress 
and the themes of the exhibition. Accommodation and meals will be provided to selected artists. 

The Curators of the 2017 Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art

The Art Gallery of Alberta is pleased to announce that Kristy Trinier and Peta Rake will co-curate the 
10th version of the Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art. 

Kristy Trinier is Curator at the Art Gallery of Alberta. Trinier curated Future Station: 2015 Alberta 
Biennial of Contemporary Art, as well as exhibitions at the AGA and Enterprise Square Galleries. Her 
previous roles include Public Art Director at the Edmonton Arts Council, where she managed the 
City of Edmonton’s Public Art Collection, related exhibitions and public art programs and Grant 
Writer at The Banff Centre. Trinier has written for Canadian Art, Momus and other arts publications. 
Trinier holds a Bachelors degree in Visual Art and English from the University of Victoria, and a 
Masters degree in Public Art from the Dutch Art Institute (DAI, ArtEZ Hogeschool voor de Kunsten) 
as a Huygens scholar in  
The Netherlands. 

Peta Rake is the Curator of Walter Phillips Gallery and the Banff International Curatorial Institute. 
She has curated exhibitions at ISCP (New York), Oakland Museum of California (Oakland), CCA 
Wattis Institute for Contemporary Art (San Francisco), Luggage Store Gallery (San Francisco) and a 
forthcoming co-curatorial project with the Esker Foundation (Calgary). She had previously worked 
at California College of the Arts and Steven Leiber Archive (San Francisco) and the Institute of 
Modern Art (Brisbane). She writes regularly for C Magazine and her texts have appeared in Canadian 
Art, Fillip, San Francisco Arts Quarterly, Rearviews, Institutions by Artists and On Apology. She holds 
a Masters in Curatorial Practice from California College of the Arts, a Bachelors degree in Creative 
Industries from Queensland University of Technology and was the recipient of the 2014 Curator 
Award from ISCP in New York.  

2017 Alberta Biennial of  
Contemporary Art
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Given the multi-use nature of Manning Hall, proposals should keep in mind the 
following design objectives: 
▪ sensitivity to the scale and materials of the surrounding architecture; 
▪ use of the wall surfaces only (no 3-dimensional, free-standing or suspended 

works will be considered) 
▪ public safety, maintenance and exposure to light and non-museum environmental 

conditions 
▪ ability to withstand public use, including food and beverage service; changing 

light conditions, and high volumes of traffic 
▪ suitability for audiences of all ages 

 
 
4. TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 
The following technical considerations must be respected in all design proposals: 

 
Wall Usage 

 
The AGA is open to all wall-based installation proposals that include, but are not 
limited to, hanging of artworks on the walls; paint application; wall paper application; 
wall drawings; etc… 

 
The proposals must also allow for the operation of the large movable door located on 
the north wall that provides access to Zinc restaurant and the storage of the large 
folding door on the west wall. 

 
Lighting Availability 

 
General lighting of artwork is provided by track lights situated on the ceiling. 

 
Security Requirements 

 
The works will be located in a public space with multi-functional use. Artists should 
address security and protection of the works of art as part of their design proposal and 
budget. 

 
Installation 

 
The installation of the artwork must be coordinated with the Art Gallery of Alberta. As 
the facility is open and available for bookings and public use, scheduled activities may 
impact the dates and times during which artwork assembly and installation can occur. 
This may limit installation activities to after-hour time periods or specific days. 

 



Physical Access 
 
Access to the site is limited to the size of the loading door. 
 
5. PRE-SUBMISSION SITE ACCESS 

 
Artists wishing to view the competition site can do so during regular public hours of 
the Art Gallery of Alberta. 

 
 
6. COMPETITION CONDITIONS 

 
6.1. General Selection Criteria 

 
A committee appointed by the Art Gallery of Alberta will make recommendations on 
the final selection of proposals. General criteria established by the Art Gallery of 
Alberta will serve as a guideline for the committee in making a selection 
recommendation. In addition to technical considerations, the basic criteria in 
reviewing proposals will include: 

 
(i) The aesthetic and technical quality of the artist’s work; 
(ii) The artist’s previous experience in working on comparable projects of 

scope, scale and setting; 
(iii) The aesthetic, technical and conceptual strength of the artist’s proposal 

as it relates to the site and potential audiences; 
(iv) The proposed artwork’s compatibility with the overall goals for public 

art at the Art Gallery of Alberta. 
(v) An assessment of the proposed artwork’s value compatibility given the 

scope of the competition budget. 
 
The goal of this project will be to choose the best artist and artwork for the site. The 
mission of the committee will be to nominate and review artists based on the criteria 
listed above. Committee members will be specifically asked not to base their 
selections on the artist’s gender, ethnicity or race. They will also be asked not to 
eliminate from consideration artists who have received past commissions or who 
have completed other public art projects within the Edmonton region. 

 
 

6.2. Budget 
 
In preparing a budget for the proposal, competitors should formulate their 
proposals based on an overall production budget not to exceed $7,000. 

 



The budget for the project should include the following components: allowance for all 
production costs, inclusive of all materials, fabrication, shipping and supply expenses, 
installation, and all disbursements and applicable taxes. Payment for production costs 
will be paid on delivery of receipts and/or invoices. 

 
In addition, an artist’s fee of $2,000 will be paid to the selected artist. 

 
 
7. COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

 
The competition is open to all artists who are currently full-time residents of the 
province of Alberta. (AGA staff and members of the Board of the Directors are 
ineligible for this competition.) 

 
AGA staff will review all proposals and will select a winning finalist, who will be 
notified by phone or email and mail. Unsuccessful proposals will be notified by 
email only. 

 
Proposals should include the following material: 

 
● A written description of the proposed concept(s) not to exceed 500 words, 

describing the artist’s approach to the project, conceptual intention of the overall 
proposal; 

 
● A maximum of four (4) sketches, drawings or computer renderings of the 

proposed concept, not to exceed 11” x 17” in dimension each; 
 
● A current curriculum vitae; 

 
● A maximum of 20 images of current and/or related works. These can be submitted 

on a USB drive with a power point presentation or jpgs; 
 
● The total production budget for the proposed artwork. Including all second-

party fees and disbursements. 
 
● Information on the time required for the installation of the artwork. This should 

include a provisional timeline detailing the stages of artwork production from start 
to finish, with the duration of each stage indicated. 

 
No additional visual presentation material is required or is to be provided. The 
review of supplementary materials submitted in addition to those listed above will 
be at the discretion of AGA staff. 

 



Failure to meet any or all of the above requirements may result in 
disqualification. Submissions should be sent to the address below. 
 
Submissions will be accepted no later than Monday, September 4 at 5 pm 

 
Postage, shipping and return shipping are the responsibility of the artist. 

 
Following the adjudication, AGA staff will make a recommendation of a proposal for 
final approval. 

 
The committee reserves the right, however, to reject any or all proposals if it feels that 
they do not meet the desire project requirements or scope of the budget of the 
competition. 
The implementation of selected proposals will be subject to approval by the Art 
Gallery of Alberta for budgetary considerations, operational and maintenance review, 
and architect consultation. 

 
 
8. OWNERSHIP AND USE OF MATERIALS SUBMITTED 

 
The Art Gallery of Alberta reserves the right to exhibit and/or reproduce any and all 
submissions. 

 
The finalists will be deemed to have granted an exclusive license to the Art Gallery of 
Alberta to use, reproduce and permit others to use and reproduce the selected work in 
photographs for celebratory materials, objects, postcards, advertising materials, 
internet, brochures and promotional materials without payment of any license fee or 
commission. 

 
The successful artist(s) will be required to enter into a formal contract with the Art 
Gallery of Alberta for the production of the artwork. 

 
Submissions that are not accepted may be retrieved in person for a period of 30 days 
following review and notification. All entries not claimed within this period may be 
destroyed to minimize the possibility of future unauthorized use or submission. 
Except in cases of gross negligence or willful default, the Authority shall not be 
responsible for any unauthorized use. No provisions will be made to ship or mail any 
submissions back to applicants. 

 
The Art Gallery of Alberta is not responsible for any damage or loss that may occur 
to submission materials. 

 
The selected artist(s) will agree to grant an exclusive license to the Art Gallery of 



Alberta to use, reproduce images of the final work in photographs for celebratory 
materials, objects, postcards, posters, advertising materials, internet, brochures and 
promotional materials without payment of any license fee or commission. The artist(s) 
also acknowledges that images of the work may appear in the background of 
photographs taken in Manning Hall by AGA staff or guests and will waive all 
copyright and licensing for such occurrences. 

 
 
9. COMPETITION SCHEDULE 

 
Submission Deadline: Monday, September 4, 2017 at 5 pm 

 
Notification of Finalist: By Friday, September 22, 2017 

 
Installation of Commissioned Artwork: February12-16, 2018 

 
10. MAILING ADDRESS 
 Manning Hall Artwork Competition  
 Art Gallery of Alberta 
 2 Sir Winston Churchill Square  
 Edmonton, Alberta     T5J 2C1 


